
 
 
 
 
 

The “A” Game’s Learning Objectives 
 
With the educational support of the Philadelphia Education Fund, the Mayor’s Office of 
Education, and City Year, we established the following learning objectives: 
 
Teach Students… 

1. The importance of critical thinking surrounding decision making.  
2. How decisions can impact your short and long term future. 
3. How better decisions can result in greater success at school.  
4. Why it is important to ask for help, show up to class, stay in school, speak up when 

scared, eat a healthy breakfast, balance your time outside of school, participate in after 
school programs, choose your friends wisely, be prepared for class, participate in 
educational activities over the summer, and prepare for life after HS.  

5. Organizations are available in the community that can help them to become better 
students.  

6. Why school and graduating from high school and beyond is necessary to achieve their 
desired future success.  

7. That no matter what decisions were made in the past, a student can start making the 
right decisions at any time ultimately changing their path to success.  

 
Guiding Principles  
1. The Early Warning Indicators (EWI)1: Research shows that if a sixth grade student has 

any one of the four EWI’s they only have a 10-20% chance of graduating with his/her 
peers. EWI’s are as follows: 

a. Attending school 80% or less of the time 
b. Receiving a final poor behavior mark  
c. Failing Math 
d. Failing English  

Most of the questions in the game directly touch upon these 4 EWIs and what a student can 
do to get help. Since answers will also be available for teachers, the game will also serve as 
a warning system to alert teachers and counselors to students in need of additional 
support.  

                                                           
1
 This study by the Philadelphia Education Fund followed Philadelphia public school students who were enrolled in 

the 6th grade in 1996–97 through to 2003–04 (one year beyond on-time graduation) and identified four powerful 
predictors of falling off track to graduation. This research also serves as the basis for the Philadelphia Education 
Fund’s project in North Philadelphia schools to create a comprehensive dropout prevention model with partners 
Johns Hopkins University, City Year, and Communities in Schools. 


